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We are pleased to give you the information on the expanded Summer 

Reading Program for 2010!  This program is required for ALL incoming 

freshmen and sophomore students!   

 

Why do we have to do this?   

When you think of summer, many of you think of swimming,  vacationing, spending time with 

fri ends, and enjoying the outdoors.  We want you to enjoy all of these things while participating in 

something that will make you more succ essful as a student next year ɭ and a summer reading program 

has been shown to do just that.  Last year, we were impressed with the incoming knowledge of the class 

of 2013, and we found that most students enjoyed at least one of the books that they read.  This was an 

exciting start to our new program!   We hope you take this ÚÜÔÔÌÙɀÚɯopportunity to broade n your 

horizons through reading.    

Did you  know that summer reading can i mprove : 

· Reading Ability  

· Writing Ability   

· Vocabulary  

· Grammar 

· Test Scores 

· Enjoyment of Reading? 

All of these skills are vital to your overa ll success in school and beyond. 

 

Requirements  
For this program, you must read TWO books.   Both books must be from our book list (attached in 

this packet).  Then, you must complete a project for both books.  Project #1 is required of all students, 

and it will be used to complete an in -class assignment your first week of school.  Project #2 can be 

selected from four choices .  Project #1 is due the second day back at school, August 17th.  Project #2 is due 

the first Fri day you are back at school, August 20th.  Both the over-the-summer project and in -class 

assignment are worth 25 points each for a total of 50 points.   If you would like to see an example of an 

Ɂ ɂɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÝÐÚÐÛɯÛÏÌɯ2ÜÔÔÌÙ Reading web page available from the OTHS homepage ɬ 

www.oths.k12.il.us .   

If you are in the honors program, you must read a third book.  Freshmen must read Great 

Expectations by Charles Dickens.  Sophomores must choose either A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens, Cry, 

http://www.oths.k12.il.us/


 

the Beloved Country by Alan Paton, OR 1984 by George Orwell.  You will have a test over your book on August 

20th worth an additional 25 points .   

As you start the new school year, these requirements will help you begin the year with success as 

we discuss your book choices, projects, and reactions to what you read.   

 

Book Choices 

Our book list is compiled of recommended titles that are a part of two Illinois reading programs.  

These two programs, the Read for a Lifetime book program and the Abraham Lincoln book program , 

have a history of selecting enjoyable books for high school students.    Last year, over 50% of students 

enjoyed at least one of the books they read and continued reading more choices off the list.  Summaries of 

the books along with links to many book trailers  are a part of our list to help you make good choices that 

fit you and your personality.   

 

Where do I get the books?  
One of the easiest ways to find the books is to borrow them  from local libraries .  .ɀ%ÈÓÓÖÕɯ

Township High School Instructional Media Center (Smiley Ca mpus) will be open on Wednesday 

evenings during the summer  from 6 -8.   This is a great way to obtain the books you want throughout the 

summer.  See more details about this option toward the back of your packet.  In addition, many local 

ÓÐÉÙÈÙÐÌÚȮɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÓÐÉÙÈÙÐÌÚɯÐÕɯ.ɀ%ÈÓÓÖÕȮɯ+ÌÉÈÕÖÕȮɯÈÕËɯ%ÈÐÙÝÐÌÞɯ'ÌÐÎÏÛÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ2ÊÖÛÛɯ ÐÙɯ

Force Base Library, have the lists available and can help students who have a public library card find the 

books they need. 

Some of you may choose to purchase your books.  To help with this option, w e have enlisted the 

support of Borders and Barnes & Noble.  They will have access to your book lists and displays to help 

you f ind the books you need.  When you finish reading a book, we ask you to consider sharing that book 

with another student you know.  This will allow more access for all.   

  

Review  

 To make this process simple, just remember this formula:  2 books + 1 mandatory project and 1 

choice project = SUCCESS!   Do your best so you can start off the year with a successful 50 point start! J  

All handouts as well as examples are available from the Summer Reading web page from the OTHS 

home page.  Visit www.oths.k12.il.us  for more information!   

 

 

  

  
Project  

# 1  

Project # 2  

Options:  

A,B,C,D  

50 
points!  

http://www.oths.k12.il.us/
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Reading Tips and Strategies 

As you read this summer, you may wish to implement some of the strategies below to help you gain a deeper understanding and 
practice skills you will need next year in high school.  Even if you just try one strategy, it could improve your reading.  Some of 
these, you may already do as a reader ï congrats!  That is a good thing! You should print this sheet out and then check the strategies 
as you try them.  Keeping post-its nearby is a great way to ñwriteò in your book if it is not your copy!  Happy Reading!   

Strategy Name Description  

Predict 
Playing detective is a fun way to improve reading!  As you read, make guesses about what will happen 

next (Like what a character will decide?  How an event will go? Etc.).  You can discuss these with someone 

else or write them down on paper or post -its to check later.  Be sure to think about why you made that 

prediction.  What clues did you have?  

Question  

(Before Reading) 

Before reading the book, or a chapter, or small section, create questions that you think will be answered. 

You can use the book cover, chapter names (if given), or just your previous knowledge to create these 

questions.  Again, you can discuss these or write them down on paper or post -its to check later.  Like 

predicting, this allows you to guess what the content will be and then see how accurate you are as you 

read.   

Question  
(During Reading) 

As you read, it is normal for questions to come up.  Instead of getting frustrated, write down the question 

you have on paper or post-its.  If possible, you can bring up your question with others.  Or, maybe as you 

read, it will be answered.  If not, you c an use your questions to discuss with others when you return to 

school.   

Reread  Most readers do not understand everything in a selection by reading it only once.  If you come across a 

ÊÖÕÍÜÚÐÕÎɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯȹÙÌÎÈÙËÓÌÚÚɯÖÍɯÚÐáÌȺȮɯËÖÕɀÛɯÓÌÛɯàÖÜÙɯÊÖÕÍÜÚÐÖÕɯÞÐÕȵɯ Try to reread it.  Most of the time, this 

will bring deeper meaning and clarification of what you did not understand before.   

Vocabulary 

Check 

One thing reading helps us do is increase our understanding of vocabulary.  When you run across a word 

you do not know, you can write it down and look it up later, or look it up at that point.  Keeping a running 

list of vocabulary terms is a great way to help you understand more words, which will help you in all 

future reading.   

Read 

Aloud  

This might seem awkward to some of you at first, but reading out loud is extremely beneficial to improving 

your reading ability.  When you run across a part of your boo k that stands out to you, read it to someone 

else or even just out loud to yourself.  You may be surprised how much this skill can bring deeper meaning 

and improve your reading ability.  You may share funny, touching, or even confusing parts with others th is 

way.   

Visualize As you read, be sure to try to create mental pictures of what you are reading about.  If you are not used to 

doing this, at first it may seem difficult, but try it for small portions of the book.  For example, if a part of 

the text is describing the setting, try to see what you think that looks like.  If you like, you can even try to 

draw it.  You can also do this for characters and scenes.  The more the visualize, the more interesting your 

book will be ɬ like TV or movies in your head!  

Connect 
As you read, see what connects with you and your life.  Does a character remind you of someone in your 

life?  Is a situation similar to one you have faced?  Would you react like a character did to a situation or 

not?  By doing this, you will be able to und erstand the book more and also learn about yourself and things 

you like and do not like.   

Journal 
As you read, keep an ongoing journal of your thoughts, questions, vocabulary, and favorite parts.  This is a 

great way to help monitor your reading and allo w you to share your ideas with others at a later time.   
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Project Choices 
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Project  #1:   
This project option is required for one of your two books.  You must finish the included preparation sheet, 
including enough depth that it will enable you to complete an in-class assignment your first week back at 
school.  This is due the second day of school, August 17th.  
 
For the in-class assignment, you will need to turn in the required materials in addition to your preparation 
sheet that was completed in advance.  The preparation sheet is immediately following this handout.   
 

Project  #2:   
You get to choose ONE of these FOUR options to complete after reading your other book:   
Option A:  Conduct an online discussion with at least one other person who has read the book.   

Option B:  Create a book folder showcasing your book. 

Option C:  Produce a word and/or picture collage and explain the choices you made using text (exact words) 

to support.   

Option D:  Sign up, attend, and participate in a book talk held by an OTHS English teacher.  This can only be 

done in advance and by reading the pre-selected books on the sheet.   

 

When choosing a project, decide which choice you like more and suits your book best.  More information 

about each option is given on the attached sheets. Also, rubrics are attached.  You must have your choice 

project completed by August 20th.  

When you are preparing your project to turn in, here is what you must include: 

 Rubric with your name on it 
 Clearly marked book title and author for each project 
 The final product of your project 

 

FOR BOTH BOOKS:  Be ready to briefly share your projects with your English teacher and/or 

classmates when you return.  We want to hear about what you read!   Your project and preparation sheet can 

be completed any time throughout the summer.   All projects must be school appropriate.   

EXAMPLES OF ALL PROJECTS ARE AVAILABLE  

ONLINE AT www.oths.k12.il.us  and the SUMMER READING link! 

Honors Students :  If you are in the honors program for English, you must complete the two projects as 

discussed above.  In addition, you must read a third book, Great Expectations by Charles Dickens (freshmen) 

and A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens, Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton, OR 1984 by George Orwell 

(sophomore).  For this third book, you do not have to complete a project.  Instead, you will take a test over the 

book content on August 20th.  To prepare for this test, be sure to read and jot down notes about characters, 

important themes, and significant pieces of text in the book.  This will help you study.  On your first day back 

to school, your teacher will give you more information about the test format.    

http://www.oths.k12.il.us/


 

Project #1 

PREPARATION SHEET for IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENT 

Summer Reading Program 

This sheet MUST be completed for one of your two books  by the second day of school , August 

17 th  to prepare you for an assignme nt your English teacher will give  you the first few days of 

school.   Please be specific with your answers to ensure you will be able to successf ully meet 

the assignment requirements.   

1.  Please write the title of your book and the 

authorõs name below.  

 

2. Why did you select this book?   

 
 

 
3. Please write a 5 -6 sentence summary of your 

book below.  This should be created by you 

and not copied from the b ack of the book or from another source.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Did you like your book?  Please be specific as to why you did or did not 

like the book that you read.   

 

 

 

5. Whom do you think would like this book?  Please explain why  you believe 

what you believe.    

 

 



 

6. Please list the main characters (a minimum of two characters must be 

listed, but your book may need many more than this).  Then, write a brief 

summary of what each character was like.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Please choose the three most important pieces of text from the book.  

These should be exact words you found and felt stood out for some 

reason (it connected with you personally, it was important to the main 

ideas of the book, it was creative in its wording , etc.).  Write them below 

and briefly explain why you chose each as significant.   

Text #1 (Page __________):   

 

 

 

Reason:   

 

 

 

Text #2 (Page _________):   

 

 

 

Reason:   

 

 

 



 

Text #3 (Page _______):   

 

 

 

Reason:   

 

 

8.  Finally, write a brief summary of anything you learned from reading the 

book.  Did it connect with you in any way?  If it didnõt, try to explain why.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your teacher will explain how you will use this sheet to help you complete the in -class 

assignment.  Please make sure you add any additional notes to this sheet that might help you  

remember what your book was about .  

  



 

Project #2  -  Option A  

Online Discussion  

Summer Reading Project 

 

Many of you probably spend a lot of time IMing or texting friends.  This project choice allows 

you to converse with friends who have read the same book, and through your discussion, 

deepen your understanding of the book.   

 

To do this project, you must first find someone else you know who is also in the Summer 

Reading Program and who is willing to read the same book you are at a similar time.  If this 

sounds difficult, you might want to choose one of the other options.   

 

Then, talk with a parent or guardian about having an online discussion and get his/her 

approval.  You can use any program you would normally use to IM as long as your 

parents/guardians approve.   

 

Requirements:   

 You must have three separate IM conversations as you read.  Be sure to indicate time and date 
for each.   

 To prepare for each discussion, you must have questions, comments, and significant quotes you 
wish to discuss as this will be an important part of having a thorough book talk.  You must use a 
minimum of FOUR of these throughout each of your discussions.   

 Be sure through the discussion meetings to bring up specific parts of the text you are either 
asking about or giving advice about to show your understanding of the book. 

 You may also discuss what you like, what bothers you, what you were 
connected to, or any other reaction you have had with the text.   

 Be sure to also include the page number, so your friends can find the 
section you are talking about easily and make appropriate comments. 

 "Å ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȭÓ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ, and 
quotations as well, showing your deeper understanding.     

 In addition, even though you usually use informal language for IMing, try 
to use more academic, classroom appropriate language since this will be 
turned in for a project grade. 

 

Then, just print each discussion when you finish, and clarify which comments you and other students 

made.  Each student must print a copy to turn in that is neat and easy for your teacher to follow.     

 



 

THe Rubric:   

Project #2 -  Option A  

 o nline Discussion  

Summer Reading Project 

 

 Points Comments 

Three clearly dated online discussions took 

place about the book. 

6  

Minimum of FOUR insightful questions, 

comments, and/or significant quotations (with 

page numbers) were used during EACH online 

discussion. 

12  

Understanding of book is shown through 

comments made.  

5  

Online discussion is turned in neatly with 

clearly marked areas where each student 

responded. 

2  

 

 

Total Points:  ___________/25 

 

  




