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Around the World in Eighty Days   240 pages   Jules Verne 
A fantastic journey by an Englishman and his manservant in 1873. The story is a comedy filled with exotic locations, 
cultures and suspense along the way. Phileas Fogg, an Englishman, with his French manservant, Passepartout, create an 
unusual pairing with their distinct cultural backgrounds. The journey challenges both Phileas Fogg and Passepartout in 
many ways, but both men come out as winners in the end. Fogg and Passepartout journey around the world to win a 
simple wager, but they leave an incredible story about loyalty and friendship in their wake. 
 
Autobiography of a Face   223 pages   Lucy Grealy 
At age nine, Lucy Grealy was diagnosed with a potentially terminal cancer. When she returned to school with a third of her 
jaw removed, she faced the cruel taunts of classmates. In this strikingly candid memoir, Grealy tells her story of great 
suffering and remarkable strength without sentimentality and with considerable wit. Vividly portraying the pain of peer 
rejection and the guilty pleasure of wanting to be special, Grealy captures with unique insight what it is like as a child and 
young adult to be torn between two warring impulses: to feel that more than anything else we want to be loved for who we 
are, while wishing desperately and secretly to be perfect. 
 
Because I Am Furniture   368 pages   Thalia Chaltas 
Anke’s father is abusive. But not to her. He attacks her brother and sister, but she’s just an invisible witness in a house of 
horrors, on the brink of disappearing altogether. Until she makes the volleyball team at school. At first just being 
exhausted after practice feels good, but as Anke becomes part of the team, her confidence builds. When she learns to yell 
“Mine!” to call a ball, she finds a voice she didn’t know existed. For the first time, Anke is seen and heard. Soon, she’s 
imagining a day that her voice will be loud enough to rescue everyone at home—including herself. 
 
Boy Who Dared     192 pages   Susan Campbell Bartoletti 
In the newly formed Third Reich, Hitler's initial political doctrine is filled with hopeful solutions for a country plagued with 
unemployment, poverty, and a post-World War I feeling of defeat. Propaganda and promises quickly turn to oppressive 
new laws including the required participation in the Hitler Youth. Helmuth Hübener enters the program and is at once 
impressed with the bravado, shiny uniforms, boots, and patriotic fever sweeping the country. But his Mormon-based 
teachings trigger questions in his mind about the reality behind the regime's invasions of neighboring countries, 
mistreatment of Jewish citizens, and closely controlled media. He creates an underground newsletter with information 
gathered from BBC reports using an illegal shortwave radio. As he secretly distributes the flyers throughout the town, his 
boldness encourages him to gather several accomplices resulting in his arrest, trial, and execution.    
 
Dream Keeper     96 pages   Langston Hughes 
Hughes' classic poetry collection, originally published for young people in 1932,  includes seven additional poems.  Black-
and-white scratchboard illustrations express the emotion and beat of the poetry, the laughter that hides pain, the 
celebration and the struggle of the African American experience, and the music of the weary blues. The poems are as 
powerful today as they were 60 years ago.    
 
Five Flavors of Dumb    352 pages   Antony John 
Piper has one month to get a paying gig for Dumb—the hottest new rock band in school. If she does it, she'll become 
manager of the band and get her share of the profits, which she desperately needs since her parents raided her college 
fund.  Managing one egomaniacal pretty boy, one talentless piece of eye candy, one crush, one silent rocker, and one 
angry girl who is ready to beat her up. And doing it all when she's deaf. With growing self-confidence, an unexpected 
romance, and a new understanding of her family's decision to buy a cochlear implant for her deaf baby sister, Piper just 
may discover her own inner rock star. 
 
From Baghdad, With Love:     216 pages   Jay Kopelman 
A Marine, The War, and a Dog Named Lava 
When Marines enter an abandoned house in Fallujah, Iraq, and hear a suspicious noise, they clench their weapons, edge 
around the corner, and prepare to open fire.  What they find during the U.S.–led attack on the “most dangerous city on 
Earth,” however, is not an insurgent bent on revenge, but a tiny puppy left behind when most of the city’s population fled 
before the bombing. Despite military law that forbids the keeping of pets, the Marines de-flea the pup with kerosene, de-
worm him with chewing tobacco, and fill him up on Meals Ready to Eat.  Thus begins the dramatic rescue attempt of a 
dog named Lava and Lava’s rescue of at least one Marine, Lieutenant Colonel Jay Kopelman, from the emotional ravages 
of war. From hardened Marines to war-time journalists to endangered Iraqi citizens, From Baghdad, With Love tells an 
unforgettable true story of an unlikely band of heroes who learn unexpected lessons about life, death, and war from a 
mangy little flea-ridden refugee.  
 



 
Glass Menagerie    104 pages   Tennessee Williams 
The Glass Menagerie takes place in the Wingfield family's small apartment in St. Louis in 1937. The play centers on Tom, 
his mother Amanda, and his sister Laura.  Their father abandoned them years earlier, and Tom is now the family's 
breadwinner. He works at a shoe warehouse during the day, but disappears nightly "to the movies." Amanda is a loving 
mother, but her meddling and nagging are hard to live with for Tom, who is a grown man and who earns the wages that 
support the entire family. Laura is a frightened and terribly shy girl, with unbelievably weak nerves. She is also slightly 
lame in one leg, and she seldom leaves the apartment of her own volition. She busies herself caring for her "glass 
menagerie," a collection of delicate little glass animals.  
 
Good Brother, Bad Brother    256 pages   James Cross Giblin 
Actors Edwin and John Wilkes Booth each had a compelling stage presence and a fondness for alcohol, just like their 
famous father, Junius. Edwin spent his life perfecting his craft and building a reputation as the finest classical actor of his 
time. John was impulsive, popular with the ladies, and best known today as the man who assassinated Abraham Lincoln.  
The book traces the events leading up to the assassination, the Civil War, John Wilkes Booth's love for the Confederacy, 
and the plots he and his colleagues hatched to kidnap Lincoln.  Edwin's later life and his contributions to American theater 
are discussed. Behind all his successes, however, stood the ghost of his brother John, and the act that would forever link 
the Booth name with disgrace.  
 
Good Earth, The      368 pages   Pearl S. Buck 
Wang Lung, rising from humble Chinese farmer to wealthy landowner, gloried in the soil he worked. He held it above his 
family, even above his gods. But soon, between Wang Lung and the kindly soil that sustained him, came flood and 
drought, pestilence and revolution.  Through this one Chinese peasant and his children, Nobel Prize-winner Pearl S. Buck 
traces the whole cycle of life, its terrors, its passion, its persistent ambitions and its rewards. Her brilliant novel—beloved 
by millions of readers throughout the world—is a universal tale of the destiny of men. 
 
Great Gatsby, The     216 pages   F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Nick Carraway, a young man from Minnesota, moves to New York in the summer of 1922 to learn about the bond 
business. He rents a house in the West Egg district of Long Island, a wealthy but unfashionable area populated by the 
new rich, a group who have made their fortunes too recently to have established social connections and who are prone to 
garish displays of wealth. Nick’s next-door neighbor in West Egg is a mysterious man named Jay Gatsby, who lives in a 
gigantic Gothic mansion and throws extravagant parties every Saturday night.  Gatsby adores Nick Carraway’s cousin 
Daisy Buchanan although she has married someone else, and he risks everything to lure her back. 
 
Green Glass Sea     336 pages   Ellen Klages 
In November 1943, 10-year-old budding inventor Dewey Kerrigan sets off on a cross-country train ride to be with her 
father, who is engaged in "war work." She is busy designing a radio when a fellow passenger named Dick Feynman offers 
to help her. Feynman's presence is the first clue that Dewey is headed for Los Alamos. The mystery and tension 
surrounding "war work" and what Dewey knows only as "the gadget" trickles down to the kids living in the Los Alamos 
compound, who often do without adult supervision. Although disliked by her girl classmates, "Screwy Dewey" enjoys Los 
Alamos. There are lots of people to talk with about radios (including "Oppie"), and she has the wonderful opportunity to 
dig through the nearby dump for discarded science stuff. However, when Dewey's father leaves for Washington, she is left 
to fend off the biggest bully in Los Alamos.  
 
Half Brother     384 pages   Kenneth Oppel 
Thirteen-year-old Ben Tomlin's whole world is changing. His research scientists parents, have moved them across 
Canada to be with their newest subject, a hairy, swaddled baby chimp, named Zan. Intending to prove that chimpanzees 
are capable of intelligent thought and communication, the Tomlins teach the baby chimp sign language and incorporate 
him into their daily lives.  At first, Ben resists calling Zan his brother, but as he begins to communicate with Zan he 
develops a true, loving connection with the little chimp. Thrust into a new school and, essentially, a new family, Ben is 
caught in a whirl of new emotions, especially when the lovely Jennifer comes onto the scene. Though Zan learns his sign 
language relatively well, his animal instincts gradually become more pronounced and Ben and his parents must make 
some important decisions about the chimp's future.  
 
Hold Me Closer, Necromancer   352 pages   Lish McBride 
This sometimes goofy, sometimes gory debut novel introduces Sam, a fast-food employee in Seattle who has grown up 
unaware of his ability to raise the dead. After a bizarre encounter with a customer, he gets a beating from a stranger, and 
his coworker shows up missing her body below the neck (a misfortune that does not affect her positive attitude). It seems 
that Douglas, an evil local necromancer, has become aware of Sam's powers and views him as a threat. With the help of 
his friends—and a very attractive werewolf girl—Sam must try to tap into his necromancing abilities to beat Douglas at his 
own game. 
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Importance of Being Earnest, The  64 pages   Oscar Wilde 
Worthing, an English gentleman, pretends to be his own brother, named Ernest, so he can enjoy himself in the city without 
besmirching his reputation at his country estate. Unfortunately, he's fallen in love with Gwendolen, a young woman who 
insists that she can only marry a man named Ernest.  When his best friend Algernon goes to Worthing 's country estate 
pretending to be this same brother Ernest, he falls in love with Worthing 's ward Cecily, who similarly feels that Ernest is 
the perfect name for a husband.  
 
Long Walk to Water, A    128 pages   Linda Sue Park 
After 11-year-old Salva’s school in Sudan is attacked by brutal rebel soldiers in 1985, he describes several terrifying years 
on the run in visceral detail: “The rain, the mad current, the bullets, the crocodiles, the welter of arms and legs, the 
screams, the blood.” Finally, he makes it to refugee camps in Ethiopia and then Kenya, where he is one of 3,000 young 
men chosen to go to America. After he is adopted by a family in Rochester, New York, he is reunited with the Sudanese 
family that he left behind. In chapters that alternate with Salva’s story, Nya, a young Sudanese girl in 2008, talks about 
daily life, in which she walks eight hours to fetch water for her family. Then, a miracle happens: Salva returns home to 
help his people and builds a well, making fresh water available for the community and freeing Nya to go to school.  Based 
on a true story. 
 
Please Ignore Vera Dietz           336 pages   A.S. King 
Vera Dietz and her troubled neighbor, Charlie, were best friends since childhood until they started to fall for one another 
junior year and everything broke apart. Evil Jenny Flick decides that she wants Charlie and that Vera is in the way. When 
Jenny offers Charlie oral sex and he refuses, she broadcasts his secret about his father's domestic abuse to the whole 
school and blames Vera. In “retaliation,” Charlie reveals the fact that Vera's mother was a stripper before she deserted the 
family and then starts a perilous relationship with Jenny. Vera's story begins at Charlie's funeral where she hides the truth 
about Jenny's part in his death. It seesaws through her full-time job delivering pizzas while maintaining “A” grades, her 
upsetting relationship with Charlie, her conflicts with Jenny as well as her father, her romance with a 23-year-old 
coworker, and other complications.  
 
Rules of Attraction    336 pages   Simone Elkeles 
Sequel to Perfect Chemistry (2009-2010 list)   
After getting involved with a dangerous gang in Mexico, Carlos Fuentes is sent to live in Colorado with his older brother, 
Alex. Unwilling to straighten up and abide by Alex's rules, he soon gets into trouble when he is framed for narcotics 
possession by a drug lord with powerful gang ties. Carlos avoids expulsion from high school by living with Alex's former 
instructor, Professor Westford, and his family, and attending an after-school program for at-risk teens. Romance ensues 
when tough-talking, authority-flouting Carlos finds himself inexplicably drawn to Kiara, the professor's studious, outdoorsy, 
and vintage-car-loving daughter. Unfortunately, love is complicated, because while Carlos wants to be with Kiara, he is 
also struggling to extricate himself from the grasp of the drug lord who framed him. After he is seriously beaten up, he, 
Alex, and Professor Westford concoct a plan to bring the drug lord to justice.  
 
Ship Breaker      336 pages   Paolo Bacigalupi 
A fast-paced post apocalyptic adventure set on the American Gulf Coast. Nailer works light crew; his dirty, dangerous job 
is to crawl deep into the wrecks of the ancient oil tankers that line the beach, scavenging copper wire and turning it over to 
his crew boss. After a brutal hurricane passes over, Nailer and his friend Pima stumble upon the wreck of a luxurious 
clipper ship. It's filled with valuable goods—a "Lucky Strike" that could make them rich, if only they can find a safe way to 
cash it in. Amid the wreckage, a girl barely clings to life. If they help her, she tells them, she can show them a world of 
privilege that they have never known. But can they trust her? And if so, can they keep the girl safe from Nailer's drug-
addicted father? 
 
Sky Is Everywhere, The    288 pages   Jandy Nelson 
When her older sister dies from an arrhythmia, 17-year-old Lennie finds that people are awkward around her, including 
her best friend. While dealing with her conflicted feelings toward her sister's boyfriend, her anguish over Bailey's 
unexpected death, and her sudden curiosity about sex, Lennie must also cope with her unresolved feelings about her 
mother, who left when Lennie was an infant.  
 
Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer    263 pages   John Grisham 
Theo Boone hasn't taken the bar, but he offers advice to his friends, hangs out at the courthouse, and watches Perry 
Mason reruns. Things turn serious, however, when a witness to a murder, a young illegal immigrant, comes to Theo with 
evidence. The trial is in full swing, and it looks like the defendant will walk unless Theo comes forward. But he's promised 
the young man he will keep his identity confidential. What should he do? 
 
 
 



 
Three Black Swans     288 pages   Caroline B. Cooney 
Sixteen-year-old Missy and her cousin Claire are best friends, with a striking physical resemblance and an even stronger 
emotional connection. So, when Missy’s science teacher gives the class an assignment to create a believable scientific 
hoax backed by evidence, Missy arranges for a filmed interview on their school’s morning TV broadcast in which she and 
Claire pretend they are actually identical twins, separated at birth and newly reunited. The joke’s on them, however, 
because Missy and Claire really are identical twins. What’s more, when the video hits YouTube, another truth surfaces: 
there is a third sister, identical triplet Genevieve, raised a mere 20 miles away. 
 
What Happened to Goodbye      416 pages   Sarah Dessen  
Release date - May 10, 2011 
Since her parents' bitter divorce, McLean and her dad, a restaurant consultant, have been on the move-four towns in two 
years. Estranged from her mother and her mother's new family, McLean has followed her dad in leaving the unhappy past 
behind. And each new place gives her a chance to try out a new persona: from cheerleader to drama diva. But now, for 
the first time, McLean discovers a desire to stay in one place and just be herself, whoever that is. Perhaps Dave, the guy 
next door, can help her find out. 
 
Willow       336 pages   Julia Hoban 
Seven months ago, on a rainy March night, sixteen year- old Willow’s parents died in a horrible car accident. Willow was 
driving. Now her older brother barely speaks to her, her new classmates know her as the killer orphan girl, and Willow is 
blocking the pain by secretly cutting herself. But when one boy —one sensitive, soulful boy—discovers Willow’s secret, it 
sparks an intense relationship that turns the “safe” world Willow has created for herself upside down. 
 
Worst Hard Time:    352 pages   Timothy Egan 
The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great American Dustbowl 
On April 14, 1935, the biggest dust storm on record descended over five states, from the Dakotas to Amarillo, Texas. 
People standing a few feet apart could not see each other; if they touched, they risked being knocked over by the static 
electricity that the dust created in the air. The Dust Bowl was the product of reckless, market-driven farming that had so 
abused the land that, when dry weather came, the wind lifted up millions of acres of topsoil and whipped it around in 
"black blizzards," which blew as far east as New York. This ecological disaster rapidly disfigured whole communities. The 
stories of the families who stayed behind are sobering and far less familiar than those of the "exodusters" who staggered 
out of the High Plains. Egan tells of towns depopulated to this day, a mother who watched her baby die of "dust 
pneumonia," and farmers who gathered tumbleweed as food for their cattle and, eventually, for their children. 


