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Library of Congress Summary: In a series of poems, Diana writes about her 

life, both before and after her father loses his job and she and her family move far 

away to live with Grandpa Joe. 
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Genre: Contemporary Fiction – Novels in Verse     
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Questions:  

1. Can you collect jokes? 

2. What does “nesting” mean? 



3. How would you describe Diana’s feelings when Twink told their parents about 

the winning poem? 

 

4. What makes Rose such a good friend? 

 

5. What do you think makes Diana’s mom excited about the fact that there are kids 

in Diana’s grandpa’s neighborhood? 

6. Why was it hard for Diana to tell Rose that she was moving? 

 

7. Does Mrs. Clifford help Diana by saying, “It’s okay to be sad; it’s okay to be 

mad; it’s okay to be mixed up.”? 

 

8. What do you think made Rose give Diana her purpy flopple? 

9. Why did Grandpa Joe paint Diana’s room midnight blue? 

  

10. Why does Diana’s first night in her new house feel strange? 

11. Why does Diana think that her family can move back into their old house? 

  

12. Why did poet, Mary Elmore DeMott, say that Joelle was brave? 

13. Why did Twink write a poem for Diana? 

14. Do you think Diana and Sam will have a friendship similar to the friendship 

between Diana and Rose? 

15. Why does Diana think she cannot be friends with Sam? 

16. How does Diana’s mom help Diana sort out her feelings toward her friendship 

with Sam? 

17. How have Diana’s feelings about the move her family made changed? 

  

Journal Topics:  

Diana says a good day is “when the sky is blue and the sun is bright and Rose and I 

have plans.”  Write about what a good day is for you. 



If you could make a “care package” like the girls made for Grandpa Joe, who 

would you give the package and what would you include in the package and why? 

Making new friends in new places can be difficult.  Make a list for Diana of tips 

for meeting a new friend. 

 

Vocabulary: 

Astronomy- study of outer space 

 first mentioned in “Note to My Grandpa” 

Autumn- another word referring to the season of “fall” (during the months 

September, October, November, and December) 

 first mentioned in “This Is Where I Live” 

Chess- game played using strategies to leave one side’s king standing 

 mentioned in “Phone Call” 

Divorce- husband and wife splitting up legally 

 first mentioned in “Something Is Wrong” 

Nebula- a cloud in the night sky 

 first mentioned in “Sleepover 2” 

Nesting- birds watching over eggs in nest 

 first mentioned in “Back Door” 

Perseids- shooting stars of August 

 first mentioned in “Perseids” 

Pittsburgh- city in Pennsylvania 

 first mentioned in “Where Grandpa Joe lives” 

Puttering- to work at random 

 first mentioned in “Wondering" 

Scrabble- a game played where words are placed on a board and each word makes 

up part of another word 

 first mentioned in “Sleepover 1” 

Shutters- wood panels on the outside of windows to block sunlight 

 first mentioned in “This Is Where I Live” 

Telescope- way to look up close at the sky 

 first mentioned in “The Boy” 

Wren- a type of bird 

 first mentioned in “New Resident” 
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Activities 

Write a poem about where you live. 

Diana’s dad collects jokes.  Write a collection of jokes. 
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Zorgamazoo by Robert Paul Weston 
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